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FRINGE WORLD FESTIVAL 
Statement by Member for Perth 

MS E. EVANGEL (Perth) [12.52 pm]: I was pleased to see an article by Stephen Bevis in The West Australian 
on 8 July entitled “Fringe World brings millions of dollars to the WA Economy”. Of course, the article refers to 
the success of the Fringe World Festival, which in its five years of operation has experienced rapid growth in its 
ability to deliver sensational cultural experiences and events while providing and driving economic opportunities 
for the Western Australian economy. This state government’s investment of $1.24 million in the 2016 Fringe 
Festival attracted 990 000 people this year, achieved a turnover of $20 million, earned $8.3 million for artists and 
had a flow-on economic impact of $98 million for this state. In simple terms, every dollar that this government 
invested returned a flow-on economic impact and benefited WA to the value of $74.50, and in my eyes that is 
a tremendous return by any means. 

Additional to the economic benefits is the performance opportunities provided to artists. We all know how 
difficult it is to find opportunities in the performing arts and entertainment industries. The opportunities that 
festivals such as Fringe provide to up-and-coming and established artists is priceless. As Mr Bevis states in his 
article, most surveyed artists listed the chance to expose their shows to new audiences as their main reason for 
taking part. 

I take this opportunity to applaud Fringe World Festival chief executive, Mr Marcus Canning, for his hard work 
and dedication over the years. I would also like to acknowledge the hard work of Ms Amber Hasler, artistic 
director, and of course the whole Fringe Festival team. I look forward to next year’s Fringe Festival, which I am 
sure will be an extraordinary success. 
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